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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

March 2, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm on March 2, 2020 in Room 1 at 
Town Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Niki Delson, Member 
Darren Broome, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Trustee Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

Guests: John Hoffman 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Meg moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from February 3, 2020 with the correction of one 
typographical error on page 2.  Darren seconded the motion, and it was 
unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
John Hoffman attended the meeting to present the topic of expanding the RFTA 
circulator bus service during off-peak hours.  It would be conducted as an 
experiment, and the expanded route would be similar to that published in the 2010 
RFTA study of the Carbondale Circulator route.  The route is estimated to take 
between 30 and 35 minutes to complete, and is proposed for the hours of 9 AM and 
4 PM or 10 AM and 3 PM. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Matt expressed his desire to discuss the topic of mass transit and how that fits in the 
mission of the BPTC. 
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Meg asked John if they had designated stops along that route.  John indicated that 
stops were not identified as part of the study, and his idea would be to allow people 
to flag the bus down when they see it and then gauge where the most people 
requested stops.  If the circulator route was successful, RFTA would have to engage 
in a new planning process to propose specific stops along the route. 
 
Ben volunteered to coordinate with the Mayor on the best way to disseminate the 
12-page report to the BPTC. 
 
REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT ON 133 AND PROPOSED SIDEWALK 
Mavis Fitzgerald was not in attendance, so Kevin provided a brief background on the 
private development that is proposed for the area between the power substation and 
the tire store on the west side of Highway 133.  It would be a storage facility with one 
or two residential units.  The developer will need to annex the property into the TOC; 
that process requires that they provide a benefit to the community that goes beyond 
zoning.  To that end, the developer is proposing to build a trail that would extend the 
trail that ends at Village Road/the RFTA Park-N-Ride with the signaled crosswalk at 
Cowen Drive; an artwalk would be incorporated along that portion of the trail that 
coincides with the storage building.  This is a missing connection that would provide 
a safe corridor for both pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Meg suggested that the trail be separate from the proposed artwalk so that it can be 
a straight alignment rather than meander; a straight line provides a better sightline 
and would be safer.  She also asked Kevin if there was sufficient room to build a path 
between the substation and Highway 133.  Kevin responded that there was sufficient 
room, but the elevation difference would require the installation of a retaining wall, 
which is expensive and cost-prohibitive for the TOC to complete. 
 
Meg also suggested that the lighting be consistent with that installed in other 
locations along Highway 133. 
 
Niki was supportive of the project and added that the artwalk would enhance the 
entrance to Carbondale. 
 
Matt summarized the Commission’s support of the project and that the trail would 
enhance bike and pedestrian connectivity for the TOC. 
 
DISCUSSION WITH TOWN CONSULTANT FOR 8TH STREET 
Chloe Ward, an Engineer with Alta Planning + Design, attended the meeting to 
present their strategy for the 8th Street Study.  Alta Planning + Design (Alta) is 
based in Denver, but Chloe works remotely for them from Glenwood Springs.  As 
part of the project’s preliminary outreach, Chloe wanted to get feedback from the 
Commission on the planned project approach. 
 
The project kick-off is scheduled for First Friday on March 6th, and Chloe will have 
informational posters set up so attendees can select what they would like to see 
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along 8th Street.  She will have a basemap of the 8th Street corridor and the BPTC 
definition of multi-modal corridors at the table, as well.  In addition to First Friday, a 
survey will be posted online for additional feedback from citizens.  The survey will 
be available in both Spanish and English, and the Alta team has interpreters that 
will be available at public meetings. 
 
Because there are multiple uses of 8th Street, the project is phased in two or three 
stages.  After the initial outreach, design options will be presented for citizens to 
comment on before the final concept is completed.  Chloe pointed out that the final 
product won’t be fully engineered, but they will provide ideas for less expensive 
and/or shovel-ready projects.  She acknowledged that while not everyone may be 
happy with the final design, the goal is to make sure everyone feels like they have 
been heard. 
 
Chloe presented the tentative timeline for the project: 

• Phase 1, including two public events.  March and April 2020; 
• Phase 2, design options with one or two months of public feedback.  May 

and June 2020; 
• Phase 3, final design and costs. July 2020. 

 
Questions/Comments: 
Niki emphasized the need to include the LatinX population throughout the project.  
She offered to provide contact information to Chloe.  Kevin indicated that they 
would also utilize Valley Settlement Project and Radio Tri-Color to advertise the 
project. 
 
Darren asked about the process for making a decision about what does or doesn’t 
happen along 8th Street, and Matt made the point that the Commission may want to 
weigh in on the decisions.  Ben assured the Commission that the project would 
follow the normal flow and that the Commission would have a chance to review any 
planning documents that might go before the BOT.  Kevin also indicated that the 
Commission would be involved throughout the process and will have a chance to 
review the final product. 
 
Niki asked if equal weight would be given to pedestrians, bikes, cars, and trucks.  
Chloe responded that there will be questions on the survey that will help define 
which uses are prioritized.  She also indicated that there are measures that can be 
explored that will help lessen the impacts of motor vehicles, and that all of the 
concepts presented will have continuous connections for pedestrians. 
 
COMMISSION FEEDBACK FROM YOUTH GROUPS 
Matt asked for updates on Commissioner’s outreach to local teachers on their bike 
education programs.  Meg contacted both Marty and Nan (local P.E. teachers), and 
both were quick to respond.  Marty is happy with his current program and was 
willing to share his curriculum.  Nan doesn’t utilize a specific curriculum, and was 
more interested in assistance and how she can expand her program.  Matt 
questioned the role of the BPTC in this process, and Meg suggested that the 
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Commission could serve in the role of matchmaker by compiling a list of people 
and/or programs that could be distributed to interested parties.  For example, Niki 
spoke with the Executive Director of Stepping Stones about a bike education 
program.  They don’t currently have such a program, but they would really like one, 
to which Darren suggested they contact the Bike Project at the Third Street Center 
for that programming. 
 
After a brief discussion about the process, Meg volunteered to start a GoogleDoc 
that will include contact information and a brief description of their program. 
 
REVIEW OF GOALS WORKSHEET 
Matt asked the Commission members to look at the link he had sent out via e-mail.  
It contains the five categories and associated action steps, and he asked that all 
the members add to it. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The March 2, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


